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To all TVCL Clubs





                     8th November 2006

Notice is hereby given for the Annual General Meeting of the Thames Valley Cricket League to be held at Slough Cricket Club on Wednesday 6th December 2006 – 19:45 start.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence

2. Minutes of AGM held on 7th December 2005

3. Matters Arising from Minutes of 2005 AGM

4. Chairman’s Address 

5. Secretary’s Report

6. Treasurer’s Report (unaudited Accounts attached, audited version available at AGM)

7. Proposed Alterations by TVCL Management to the Constitution, Match Rules and Format of the League

8. Proposals by Member Clubs

9. Election of Officers & Management Committee for 2007

· Chairman

· Secretary

· Treasurer

· Fixture Secretary

· 6 further Committee Members

10.
Election of Honorary Auditor for 2007

11. Any Other Business

N.B. - Clubs are reminded that failure to send a representative to the League AGM will result in a fine of £20 being levied against a non-attending Club. (Please refer to Constitution Rule 6d(iii) – Representation & Voting at General Meetings page 68. Applicable to Full and Associate Member Clubs).

AGM Minutes 2005

Minutes of the TVCL 2005 Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2005 at Slough CC. Meeting commenced at 19:54 hrs.

Committee Members in attendance:- Neil Doody (Chairman), Martin House (Treasurer), John Goodman (Fixture Secretary), Philip Newfield (Vice Chairman), Wilson Carlisle, Paul Dean, Barrie Hatch, Mike Salmon, Rod Dye, Graham Hall.

Representation by Member Clubs: - All present 

1)
Apologies for Absence

Kevin Fraser (League Secretary)

2)
Minutes of the 2004 AGM held on 3rd December 2004

The minutes of this meeting had been distributed with 2005 AGM notices. They were approved without amendment and duly signed by the Chairman.

3)
Matters Arising from 2004 AGM Minutes

None.

4) Chairman’s Address

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the 34th AGM of the TVCL and thanked host Club Slough CC for allowing the TVCL to use their facilities. He added that it had been another fine season of League cricket and congratulated Wokingham 1st XI, other Divisional winners and individual award winners who were presented with trophies at the recent Awards evening on 28th October. The League Management had had a busy year and among items addressed had been Umpires and the panel, Player eligibility, possible future League expansion and updating of rules and constitution where necessary. The Management had been joined this year by Graham Hall and ex-officio Rod Dye representing the Umpires and he valued their experienced contributions. The Chairman also thanked the Management team for their wholehearted service to the League, in the interest of all Clubs. Thanks were also given to all member Clubs for their commitment and support to the League and efforts throughout, not only on playing of matches but attention to grounds and facilities which had been noted and reported by our Secretary in newsletters. The Chairman thanked the Secretary who was unable to attend the meeting for all his work in getting the AGM pack sent out well in advance to each Club.

5)
Secretary’s Report

The Secretary had distributed his report with the AGM notice, there were no matters arising from it.

6)
Treasurer’s Report

Copies of the independently examined League Accounts were made available to member Clubs at the meeting. They were similar to those sent out with the AGM notice. The Treasurer explained the main points of his report and that the League had made a loss of £34 this year.

The largest item of income and expenditure was for cricket balls and the Treasurer asked if any Clubs wished to increase their order for next year to advise him by 14th December 2005. 

Marlow Park – Asked if the loans from the League were for different Clubs.

Kew – Asked if the management had any plans what to do with the surplus funds, possibly to subsidise the purchase of cricket balls. The Chairman replied that the Management had no plans but the offer of loans to member Clubs remained and that this subject would be discussed at a future management meeting.

A vote of thanks to the Treasurer and the Auditor were recorded and the accounts were proposed by Marlow Park and seconded by Tring Park. 

Passed unanimously.
7A) 
Proposals by TVCL Management Committee

Proposals to be considered by Member Clubs for Alteration, Addition and Deletion from the League’s Disciplinary, Complaints and Appeals Procedures and Match Rules. (Clubs’ comments in italics, TVCL Management comments also in italics but preceded by Officer’s initials)
The amendments to be voted on were introduced and summarised by the Chairman of the Rules and Match Conditions sub-committee.

Philip Newfield explained that his sub-committee started the season with a blank sheet of paper. Many points on rules and match conditions were recorded throughout the year and at their final meeting of the year 30 issues had been discussed. PN said that in 2006 his sub-committee would look at possible points deductions instead of fines for administrative failures as the amount of fines did not seem to deter Clubs from breaking these rules. 

The Chairman thanked PN and his sub-committee for all their hard work.

7.1-7.2) Constitution Rule 6 & 7 – General Meetings and Voting were taken together
Rule 6 was proposed to be split into 5 headings Special General Meetings, Annual General Meetings and Proposals made to the Annual General Meetings, Representation and Voting at General Meetings, Majorities required from Proposals to be passed at General Meetings. PN – Explained the rationale for this tidying up of the rules.

Proposed by TVL Management, seconded by Reading 

Proposal passed unanimously

7.3-7.4)Discipline Complaints and Appeals Procedures (page 67 and 68 in the 2005 TVCL Hbook)
This item was introduced by the Chairman of the Discipline and Complaints sub-committee Wilson Carlisle. WC – Explained that the League had had fewer problems this year but wanted to bring into line with the HCPL and ECB the Discipline and Complaints procedures and that his sub-committee had followed these guidelines when attending to matters this year.

Kew – Said it should be a Club’s right to attend any hearing and not that they may be invited to one.

Bagshot  – Agreed with Kew

WC - Advised that any Club wishing to attend a hearing would be allowed to.

PN - said the wording of this rule would be first on his list to look at during 2006 and hoped the meeting would take WC’s word until rule is clarified.

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7.5) Match Rule 1 (Page 70 in the 2005 TVCL handbook).

Tidying Up of Rule

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7.6)
Match Rule 1 (Page 70 in the 2005 TVCL handbook).

Tidying up of rule

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7.7)
Match Rule 3 (Page 71 in the 2005 TVCL Handbook):

Tidying up of rule

Hillingdon – As 2006 is a football World Cup Year how flexible are the management on playing times. 

ND – Management are flexible.

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7.8)
Match Rule 3 (Page 72 in the 2005 TVCL Handbook):

Tidying up of rule

Beaconsfield - Queried wording of rule change as sometimes the League panel appointed Umpires to Division 3 matches and it was not clear if Clubs were required to pay for these Umpires.

PN - This would be looked at for next year

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7.9)
Match Rule 3 (Page 73 in the 2005 TVCL Handbook):

PN – advised this rule change was similar to last year’s proposal which was rejected.

It was felt after comments received during the year that games are still finishing too late. Two teams playing a full100 over game should complete game by 8pm.

Kew – Clubs with open grounds like theirs always have delays in playing time.

Marlow Park – frequently lose balls for up to 4mins but not enough for a delay to be recorded.

Fleet – Few grounds have trouble with lost balls, these objections should not stop motion being passed.


ND – If passed Umpires would be fully briefed on how to apply delays.


PN - The Captains should control over rates during the game.

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed on majority

7.10)
Match Rule 5 Player Eligibility (Pages 74-75 in the 2005 TVCL Handbook):

ND - Firstly the Chairman pointed out an error in this agenda item with the following paragraph missing from the proposal which is in the current rule 5. To be inserted after10c

PN - Apologised for this error.

“No overseas player, as defined above, shall play in any match until he has been registered with the Secretary of the League, who will acknowledge the registration.”

The Chairman asked the meeting if this missing statement could be added to the proposed rule change otherwise the Management would have to withdraw this rule change. The meeting voted unanimously to allow this addition.

GH - Pointed out main change to rule which was 1) To make a distinction between colts and adults, 2) To clarify UK and European Passport holders who have worked abroad, 3) Clarify 2 year residency rule. GH added that after many visits around the League during the last year no obvious breaking of this rule had been found.

Marlow – How would you know if an overseas player was playing in a game, could the League register all players.

MH and PN - Pointed out this would restrict teams in lower Divisions finding a player to play on the day of a game.

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7.11) Match Rule 7 Pitch Covers (Page 76 in the 2005 TVCL Handbook):

Tidying up of rule

Cove – Should it be Umpires that decide on covers being used.

RD – Pointed out that what was being proposed was to make League rule align with the Laws of Cricket.

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

7B) 
Proposals by Member Clubs

7.12)
Match Rule 4 - Points Awarded (Page 73 in the 2005 TVCL Handbook)

Beaconsfield – Explained their rationale for this proposal, they thought that points awarded were unfair.

OMT – Understood proposal but currently to gain 25 points a team had to bowl a side out in the second innings of the game and under the new proposal this would not be the case so they could not support the change.

Tring Park – Asked if rules sub committee chairman had a view.

PN – Thought as it was a club proposal he should not comment

Kew – Agreed with OMT view and that the toss was an integral part of the game.

Proposed by Beaconsfield CC, Seconded by Chesham CC

Proposal failed on majority

7C) 
Development Proposals by Management Committee

This item was introduced by Barrie Hatch Chairman of Development sub-committee.

BH – Explained the kind of proposals his sub-committee had discussed with the possible expansion of the league in 2008. An example of how the League may look was distributed with the AGM agenda.
Chenies & Latimer - Asked if a full plan would be available at the next AGM and if it was not passed what happens.

BH - Explained that there would be full details at the next AGM and it would have to be voted for by member Clubs.

Proposed by TVL Management
Proposal passed unanimously

Summary of the above means that from level 6 downwards, the meeting voted for regionalisation in any re-structure.
8) 
Election of Officers and Management Committee for 2005

The Chairman requested nominations for Officers of the League for the coming year; the following people were nominated en bloc:-

	Office
	Nominee
	Home Club
	Proposed by
	Seconded by

	Chairman
	Neil Doody
	Finchampstead
	Eversley
	Cove

	Secretary
	Kevin Fraser
	Marlow Park
	Eversley
	Cove

	Treasurer
	Martin House
	Slough
	Eversley
	Cove

	Fixture Secretary
	John Goodman
	
	Eversley
	Cove


Eversley proposed the nominations en bloc, seconded by Cove. All re-elected unanimously.

	6 other Management Committee members
	
	
	

	Mike Salmon
	Slough
	Wilson Carlisle
	Falkland
	Paul Dean
	Harefield

	Barrie Hatch
	NPL Teddington
	Philip Newfield
	OMT
	Graham Hall
	Chiswick & Lat


Rod Dye to remain on Management Committee as ex-officio member representing Umpires & Scorers

Proposed by Gerrards Cross CC, seconded by Marlow CC - carried unanimously. 

PN – Pointed out that some younger members had been brought into sub-committees so if any Club had interested parties whom would like to assist, then to contact the League Secretary.

9) 
Election of Honorary Auditor for 2006

The Chairman reminded the meeting that Ray Wood of Reading had acted in this capacity in recent years and had indicated his willingness to continue. Proposed by Beaconsfield, seconded by Slough – his appointment was carried unanimously. The Chairman thanked Ray Wood for continuing to act as League Auditor.

10) 
Any Other Business

The Treasurer had some cheques to refund to Clubs which was the rebate on the increase in Umpires fees for the last year.

Hampton Hill – Thanked the league for their support during their Club’s 150th anniversary year and for providing a League Representative side to play against Hampton Hill.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:45 hours, thanked Slough CC for hosting the meeting, wished all attendees a Happy Christmas and New Year.

End of 2005 Minutes

TVCL Secretary’s Report - 2006

Each year it becomes more difficult to know where and how to start my annual report. It’s not a diary of chronological events, nor a fly on the dressing room wall account, not even a personal account of what’s happened. I visit many TVCL grounds during the season, but I only get to watch a minimal amount of TVCL cricket. However, in July I umpired for an hour at the conclusion of a Division 4A game between hosts Wooburn Narkovians and visitors Finchampstead 3. It was refreshing to hear the home side complimenting the visiting Umpire (Dave Knight) on his ability and impartiality, despite losing the game. Wooburn’s hospitality was excellent, thanks to you all for an enjoyable evening. My report ends up being a compilation of various matches/events/reports/discussions/phone calls/anecdotes/emails/letters and statistics from around the TVCL. Each year, the TVCL evolves with some aspects improving, others declining. The TVCL seems to be in a “growth spurt” – more 3rd/4th/5th XIs continue to join at the lowest level which is tremendous news for 2 reasons. More juniors are introduced to competitive cricket, compared against the often one-sided 20-over Colts games they are served up during the week. Also our senior cricketers get to extend their playing careers without having to worry too much about the athletic aspect of their performance. If this continues, we shall very soon have a new extra level in the TVCL.

Although we said goodbye to ICI Paints this year as a Club (but hopefully not to all the players), other Clubs have been only too keen to fill the void. We started the year by advertising twice in WISDEN Cricketer for new Clubs to apply to join the TVCL, following great demand from all regions around the TVCL area in recent years. I’m pleased to report that 13 Clubs submitted formal applications, of which 11 were extended an invitation to join us in 2008 (subject to approval by existing member Clubs). 1 other Club (Henley CC) will be joining us next season to replace ICI Paints CC. As a unique League which adjoins/overlaps 7 Counties, we seem to remain attractive to outside Clubs. Further Clubs are still interested in joining, but they were unable to compile their applications within the agreed timescales. It is our policy therefore to keep the League as strong and interesting as possible, with high standards and facilities, but within the ECB framework. Our proposed expansion is progressing, with the mainly affected bordering Leagues:- Cherwell, Berks, Middx & Chiltern (as well as the ECB) having been informed. Not all the new applicant Clubs may find our offer palatable, hence one or two may decline. A provisional structure is being formulated which we hope will meet the requirements of the majority of both new and existing member Clubs. 

The 2006 playing season began in cool showery conditions for the first 2 Saturdays. The 3rd Saturday it absolutely tipped it down and as usual, Aldershot CC were straight out in flippers and wet suits to play their home games. Their 1st XI (gaining only 2 points) were beaten by Kidmore End (who went on to win promotion) but you have to admire their spirit and willingness to play. All season, their 3 League sides cancelled only 1 game, which was away from home….well done lads! The English weather in June & July was more like that associated with Dubai. Thames Valley temperatures soared to mid-30s and pitches soon resembled a tinder dry spinners’ paradise with lightning fast outfields. Drought orders were put in place and we all wondered where the next rain drop was coming from. August changed all that with soggy grey skies, but mercifully the last two Saturdays in September were fine and sunny so promotion/relegation issues were thankfully decided on the field of play. 

Last season I reported that over 240 centuries had been scored in the TVCL. This season well in excess of 300 centuries were plundered. Tim Alldis of Datchet 1st XI had 6 to his name by mid-season and ended up with 1000+ League runs. Now as an optimist by nature but also a realist, this explosion in League run-scoring is not necessarily down to improvement in our League cricket. It has to be said that finding good quality bowlers has become increasingly harder since the introduction of Premier League cricket, and this probably has an ongoing effect on Leagues such as ours. A quick look at the stats this year shows slow bowlers to be clearly in the ascendancy where wicket-taking is concerned. What cannot be denied is that all forms of cricket are now played more positively and whereas 10-15 years ago 3 runs per over was the norm for Test cricket, 4-5 runs per over is now commonplace in Tests. Similarly in One Day cricket, unless you score at a run a ball in the first innings, you are more than likely looking at defeat. In the TVCL in the late 1990s, the “bar” talk was of games where a side had scored 300. Then it was of teams scoring 300 and losing! This season 300+ was scored on 55 occasions, very often twice in the same match. On Sat June 10th Chiswick & Latymer 1st XI racked up 400-2 declared (vs OMT) and so nearly lost. OMT needed 30 to win off the last 5 overs with wickets in hand but were all out for 388! In mid-August Marlow Park 1st XI scored 423-5 off 44 overs (Charlie Fernando 178). Admittedly against a depleted Stoke Green side having lost key players, who replied with a respectable 226 all out. These 400 scores were both records at the time but in future years 400 may become only a “reasonable” score! (2 weeks later MPCC 1st XI were brought down to earth, being bowled out for 59 by a resurgent Chalfont St Peter 1st XI!!!) 

As ever, the season was not just about batsmen. Steve Hall of Harefield 3rd XI took the only 9-wicket haul (against Boyne Hill 2nd XI), however there was a plethora of 7 & 8 wicket hauls as well, including an inspired 8-35 by “veteran trundler” Steve West of ICI Paints 1st XI. JJ Haq of Marlow and Clive Brown of Hillingdon Manor topped the League wicket-taking chart this season both claiming 50 wickets. Amazingly, there were 8 hat-ticks recorded, including 2 instances of 4 wickets in 4 balls by Ed Rainsford of Harefield and Mark Tennant of Wooburn Narkovians. (Ed went on to represent Zimbabwe in the ICC Trophy in India).

From a junior perspective we continued to see younger colts entering the League arena. Whilst it is a significant burden on Clubs and parents to transport them to TVCL away matches, we applaud and encourage the introduction of young players to League cricket at the earliest possible age. One such player who typified this trend is 12-year-old Stuart Parsons of Wokingham CC. Stuart had a fantastic season for one so young, keeping wicket for their 3rd XI in 11 League matches and contributing significantly with the bat, scoring 179 runs in 8 innings at an average of over 28. Stuart also notched up his first League 50 in a partnership of 184 (with another U15 Peter Hicks) Well done to both players and Club, we hope to hear more of Stuart and other equally talented colts next season.

Finally on the playing front, a word of sympathy for Kew CC 2nd XI – after watching their 1st & 3rd XIs finish top of their respective Divisions, Kew 2nd XI amassed 303 points only to finish in 3rd place behind Amersham & Cove 2nd XIs at the top of Division 4B. In any other Division they would have been promoted also. Bad luck to Raj Patel, Kew 2nd XI skipper. Raj unselfishly puts a huge amount of work into running the Club and deserves better luck next season.

Off the field, it was a sad season for 6 Clubs who lost long serving members/players to illness or accident this year. The 2006 roll of honour reads as follows:- Brian Atkins & Mike Furse (both of Amersham CC), Bernie Harrison (Basingstoke & N Hants CC), Mike Crane (Hampton Hill CC), Peter Wesson (Farnham Royal CC), Paul Rogers (Wokingham CC) and Bill Brown (OMT CC). All were stalwarts of their Clubs and of League cricket. Perhaps the saddest loss of all related to Clyde Scott, Chiswick & Latymer 1st XI Captain. During the epic battle previously mentioned between Chiswick & Latymer and OMT (400-2 vs 388 all out), Clyde’s 7-year-old daughter Sophia was taken ill whilst out with her mother Jane. A routine visit to the doctor for a headache led to hospitalisation for Sophia. Sadly 3 days later she died during brain surgery. Nothing can be said or written to express how much this must have affected the Scott family. All that can be reported is that 3 weeks later Clyde bravely made a comeback for Chiswick & Latymer 1st XI, scoring 94 runs. Clyde – our hats off to you for that brave performance against such a tragic backdrop. Our heartfelt sympathies are extended to Jane, yourself and your family.

A handful of players received bans this season and I don’t wish to dwell on this topic for long. Most incidents were “heat of the moment” and players involved generally regretted their actions subsequently. What was handled well all round was the timely action taken by the Clubs involved. This is as a result of the ECB policy on discipline, encouraging Clubs to take first action when an incident occurs. Unfortunately, one incident overshadowed all others resulting in an indefinite ban for the player involved and a points deduction and fine for the Club. The player involved had proved to be a habitual offender both in the TVCL and in other Leagues and despite leniency being shown in previous seasons, this regrettable course of action was the only real option open to the TVCL. We are as ever indebted to our Umpires panel for helping to maintain the high standards of discipline in the TVCL. Whenever a report is submitted by our panel Umpires, it will be thoroughly investigated and the Umpires will always receive our full backing. Thankfully incidents such as these are very rare and are balanced against the 1100+ matches which take place each season without any major problems. This is testament to the general attitude of all member Clubs in the TVCL, who are commended for the way in which they conduct themselves both on and off field.

Prior to the start of the season, 2 major Rule amendments had to be implemented. Firstly a change to the Player Eligibility criteria, making the Rule simpler to understand. This was scrutinised all season by members of the sub-committee and their overwhelming findings concluded that the new Rule was welcomed, understood and implemented well all over the TVCL. Secondly the change to the Over Rate rule – never going to be an easy one to take on board in it’s first season. Several Clubs found themselves with the odd points deduction but although not yet embedded, we must persevere with this Rule until slow over-rates are eradicated. This will be to the benefit of all Clubs in the long run. 

Something which started last season at Hampton Hill CC, continued with renewed enthusiasm this season. 3 friendly League Representative matches were arranged this season, all of which were limited overs affairs. Firstly in late June it was Kew CC’s 125th anniversary year at the Green and a very close fought low scoring match saw the League Rep side recover from a dismal 58-5 to post a sporting 162 all out in the 40th over. Kew replied well scoring very quickly but losing 3 wickets (to Wokingham’s Wes Budd). Then the introduction of 3 wily spinners slowed the scoring down and put pressure on the incoming batsmen. Kew finally succumbed on 149 but with only 10 batsmen as one had injured himself whilst fielding. There was a good crowd for this game with lots of Kew members past and present turning up to watch (and play!). Secondly in mid-July, Amersham CC played hosts to the League Rep side as part of their 150th Anniversary year. In record temperatures of 37deg C, TVCL scored a decent 239-8 off their 45 overs, with Mo Javed not out on 73. A controlled innings by Chris Sowden, scoring 101 not out was the mainstay of the Amersham reply as they eased home by 7 wickets with 11 balls to spare. Chris batted patiently for his first 50 then smashed the bowlers to all parts during his second 50. Thirdly, during Marlow Park’s cricket week, TVCL scored 309-5 off 40 overs. Aftab Khan scored 94 in under an hour. Marlow Park replied well but despite Mo Javed’s 95, (playing for his home side this time) they were all out for 210. These 3 games were arranged to provide good cricket fixtures for TVCL Clubs and an opportunity for players around the League to get to know one another better. All matches were very good social occasions and hopefully this will continue in future years, perhaps leading to a League tour in the near future. We have two fixtures scheduled already for 2007, one more would be ideal. The TVCL squad is currently 20 players, if any Club would like to recommend one of their players next season based on their performances, I’d be only too happy to hear from you – it’s always a challenge to get a full team out for these games.

The Annual TVCL Dinner & Awards ceremony took place on Friday 20th October, with guest of honour Graham Lloyd handing out the awards and giving us several amusing anecdotes from his time with Lancashire and England. Compared to recent seasons attendance was down, however 113 people still turned up. We thank Slough CC for hosting the event so well again. 

Behind the scenes, the TVCL engine room was again very busy all year. Lots of work going on by our sub-committees and thanks as always are due to other members from around the Clubs seconded to work on these – Joe Dawson, John Bray, Roy Arnold, Phil Cambray, Robert Keane, Peter Haynes, Nick Saunders, John Ainger, Derek Pyne and Raj Patel. Well done gents, thanks for all your contributions. As ever we welcome “new blood” from around the TVCL – if anyone wishes to put their name forward for any role in the TVCL next year, please advise me as soon as possible. Thanks are also due to the army of volunteers at every Club, whose help in providing good grounds, wickets, catering, good social environment etc week after week is greatly appreciated. Without these dedicated people, we would not have such an enjoyable League. 

All that remains is to wish everyone a healthy and happy Winter. I hope many more Clubs expand and grow and I am able to report positively on new Clubs joining the TVCL soon. I hope you all join me in welcoming Henley CC to the TVCL and wish them an enjoyable first season in 2007.

Regards - Kevin Fraser 

TVCL Secretary

	Income & Expenditure Account for year ending 30th September 2006

	Income
	2006
	2005

	
	
	

	Cricket Balls
	£29727
	£26731

	Sponsorship
	£ 3500
	£ 3500

	Fines & Penalties 
	£ 3037
	£ 3267

	Interest (Gross)
	£  396
	£  476

	Handbooks
	£ 3564
	£ 3483

	Miscellaneous Income
	£  234
	

	
	
	

	Total Income
	£40458
	£37457

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	
	
	

	Cricket Balls
	£29897
	£26708

	Trophies & Engraving
	£2327 
	£ 2337

	Handbooks
	£ 3069
	£ 2829

	Results & League Table Service
	£  788
	£ 1027

	Officers & Committee
	£ 3452
	£ 1962

	Hire of Facilities
	£  277
	£   69

	Representative Matches
	£  305
	£   89

	Insurance
	£  320
	£  336

	Function Costs
	£  391
	£  400

	Umpires Refund Scheme
	£ 1696
	£ 1601

	IT Costs
	£  540
	----

	Misc. Expenditure
	£  341
	£   43

	Depreciation
	£  100
	£   90

	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	£43503
	£37491

	
	
	

	Deficit Expenditure over Income
	(£3045)
	 (£  34)

	
	
	

	Fixed Assets
	
	

	
	
	

	Office Equipment
	£  268
	£  358

	Purchased During Year
	£  131
	£  000

	Less Depreciation
	(£ 100)
	 (£  90)

	
	
	

	
	£  299
	268

	
	
	

	Current Assets
	
	

	
	
	

	Loans to Member Clubs
	£ 1500
	£ 1500

	Sundry Debtors
	£  535
	£  427

	
	
	

	Bank Current Account
	£ 1075
	£ 1177

	Bank Deposit Account
	£13575
	£16188

	
	
	

	Current Liabilities
	
	

	
	
	

	Sundry Creditors
	(£ 884)
	(£ 415)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total
	£16100
	£19145

	
	
	

	Represented by
	
	

	
	
	

	Balance as at 1st October 2005
	£19145
	£19179

	Add Surplus/Deficit
	(£3045)
	(£  34)

	
	
	

	
	£16100
	£19145


N.B. - This draft set of accounts is not the final audited version and will differ from those presented on the night of the AGM. This is an indication of the current state of accounts as best prepared in time for this AGM Notice to be distributed. 

7) PROPOSALS BY TVCL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

7.1) Match Rule 3f(2) - page 75 in the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that the second paragraph be deleted and replaced as follows:

“In Divisions 3A, 3B and below

(i) if Umpires are appointed at the request of a Club, then that Club shall be responsible for paying the match fee as determined by the Management Committee. This fee shall be payable before the start of the match.

(ii) if Umpires are appointed by the League for any reason other than being requested to do so by either Club, the Umpires fee as determined by the Management Committee shall be paid by the Management Committee as soon as possible after the match.”   

Rationale:- Tidying up.

7.2) Match Rule 5a(2) - Page 77 in 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that a new second sentence be added as follows:

“Players wishing to change Clubs, both during and between seasons, must have discharged all financial and other obligations to their former Club(s) and/or League(s).”

Rationale:- Tidying up to ensure all outstanding obligations of the transferring player are met.

7.3) Match Rule 5b paragraph 1 - Page 77 in 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that this paragraph be deleted and replaced as follows:

“1) have had two years continuous residence (as defined by the Management Committee*) in the European Union in the past four years (such four years to have ended on the date of the first League match of the season concerned). 

*For the purpose of clarification the Management Committee defines 2 years continuous residence in the European Union in the last 4 years to be exactly this, with the exception that genuine family/business visits (excluding the playing of cricket) and vacations up to a total of 100 days per annum, commencing on 1st May, are allowed or,”  

Rationale:- Tidying up and clarifying.

7.4) Match Rule 4a paragraph 1 - Page 76 of the TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that:

After the words “15 points each” the following be added: 

“A match shall only be deemed a tie if the scores are level after the side batting second has lost all its available wickets.”

Rationale:- Clarification in line with TVCL Match Rule 2 paragraph 1 – “Laws” and to avoid possible confusion.

7.5) Disciplinary Complaints and Appeals Procedures Rule 2e paragraph 1 - Page 71 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook:

It is proposed that a new final sentence be added as follows:

“Any Club or individual against whom a complaint has been made shall, at the time of responding to the complaint (as above), have the right to request a hearing.” 

Rationale:- Harmonisation with ECB disciplinary procedures.

7.6) Disciplinary Complaints and Appeals Procedures Rule 3a - Page 71 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that a new second word “defendant” be added.

Rationale:- The right of appeal is intended to be that of the defendant, not the complainant.

7.7) Disciplinary Complaints and Appeals Procedures Rule 3b - Page 71 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that this rule is deleted and replaced as follows:

“Notice of appeal, setting out the grounds, must be given in writing to the Secretary of the League within fourteen days of the notification of the said decision, together with a deposit of £100 payable to the League of which £50 will not be refundable.”

Rationale:- Harmonisation with ECB disciplinary procedures and to more accurately reflect the cost of an Appeal to the League.

7.8) Disciplinary Complaints and Appeals Procedures Rule 2a - Page 70 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that in the last line the word “seven” is deleted and replaced with the word “fourteen.”
Rationale:- To give complainant more time to formulate the letter of complaint/report.

7.9) Disciplinary Complaints and Appeals Procedures Rule 2b(ii) - Page 70 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that the words “by telephone” be deleted.

Rationale:- The Secretary should be able to use any appropriate means of contact.

7.10) Disciplinary Complaints and Appeals Procedures Rule 1 - Page 70 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that a new final paragraph be added as follows:

“Any 3 reports from Umpires cards in any one season (Guidance notes for umpires on the completion of match report cards & other league umpiring matters in the TVCL Handbook refers) indicating marks that fall below 3 for discipline shall result in a 5 points deduction to the team concerned. Each subsequent such mark shall incur a further 5 points deduction to the team concerned.  This shall only apply in matches where panel umpires are appointed.”

Rationale:- Harmonisation with ECB disciplinary procedures and in support of Panel Umpires.

Proposals 7.11 to 7.19): The Format of the League:

It is proposed that the following Clubs be elected full member Clubs of TVCL with effect from the 2008 season:

7.11) British Airways CC.

7.12) Cookham Dean CC.

7.13) Hayes CC.

7.14) Purley-on-Thames CC.

7.15) Ruislip CC.

7.16) Sonning CC.

7.17) Taplow CC. (to be confirmed)
7.18) Theale & Tilehurst CC.

7.19) Yateley CC.

Rationale: To implement the expansion of the TVCL as proposed to the 2005 TVCL AGM. (Appendix 1 of this AGM Notice refers, see page 14)

7.20) The Format of the League Rule 2 - Page 81 of the 2006 TVCL Handbook

It is proposed that:- 

“The Format of the League paragraph 2 - Promotion and Relegation - shall not apply to Levels 4 and below at the end of the 2007 season only, save that:- 

(i) the teams at the end of the 2007 season that finish in 1st and 2nd positions in Divisions 4A and 4B shall be promoted to Divisions 3B and 3A respectively and:-

(ii) there shall be normal relegation from Divisions 3A and 3B.” 

Rationale: To accommodate the proposed new TVCL structure for 2008, as indicated to the 2005 TVCL AGM. (Appendix 1 of this AGM Notice refers, see page 14)

Explanation of Proposals 7.11 – 7.20:- The TVCL 2005 AGM supported a League expansion. Following an advertisement in Wisden Cricketer and contact with Clubs who had approached the TVCL expressing an interest in joining, 12 Clubs returned application forms. These Clubs were visited and graded, as per normal TVCL grading procedures, and assessed on the extent of meeting the prerequisites for new Clubs, i.e.

1. At least 2 teams per Club;

2. An existing youth policy;

3. Appropriate playing standards and facilities.

The rationale for expansion includes the desire to bolster the TVCL strength as well as offering opportunities for new Clubs to join an ECB Premier League pyramid structure.

One Club did not meet the criteria, and 2 rejected the TVCL offer, leaving the above 8 Clubs who have accepted offers (plus 1 outstanding decision), upon whom the AGM must vote separately for entry into the TVCL. Positions offered to the new Clubs are shown in Appendix 1 overleaf.
In addition to the new Clubs invited to join the TVCL, an invitation was made to Tring Park 3rd X1 to join in the new Level 6 which has been accepted. Divisions 1, 2A, 2B, 3A, and 3B will continue as normal, but the Divisions below will be restructured and a new Level 8 introduced.
Appendix 1 – TVCL Expansion for Season 2008 – Likely Movements 2007/2008

	Division 1
	Assuming 1 promoted to HCPCL, 1 relegated to TVCL Div 1 

	
	1 team promoted each from Divisions 2A & 2B

	
	2 teams relegated – 1 each to Divisions 2A & 2B

	Each of Division 2A/2B
	1 team relegated from Division 1, 1 promoted to Division 1

	
	2 teams relegated to Div 3 level, 2 teams promoted from Div 3 level

	Each of Division 3A/3B
	2 teams relegated from Div 2 level, 2 teams promoted to Div 2 level

	
	2 teams relegated to New level 4, 2 teams promoted from each Div 4


Levels 1,2 & 3 remain unaffected except that if more (or less) than 1 team is relegated from HCPCL Div 2 West, then “Format of the League” Rule 2 – Promotion & Relegation applies.

	New Level 4
	Teams 3A(2007)9th-10th  + 3B(2007)9th-10th (4 teams)

	
	British Airways 1st XI

	
	Hayes 1st XI

	
	Yateley 1st XI

	
	Sonning 1st XI

	
	Purley-on-Thames 1st XI

	
	Cookham Dean 1st XI

	
	Taplow 1st XI (to be confirmed)

	
	Teams 4A(2007)3rd-7th [if 4A(2007)7th totals more points than 4B(2007)7th]

	
	Teams 4B(2007)3rd-6th 


Level 4 - 20 teams to be split into 2 Divisions 

	New Level 5
	Teams 4A(2007)8th-10th + 4B(2007)7th-10th 

	
	Theale & Tilehurst 1st XI

	
	Teams 5A(2007)1st-6th + 5B(2007)1st-6th 


Level 5 – 20 teams to be split into 2 Divisions 

	New Level 6
	Teams 5A(2007)7th-10th + 5B(2007)7th-10th 

	
	Ruislip 1st XI

	
	British Airways 2nd XI

	
	Hayes 2nd XI

	
	Yateley 2nd XI

	
	Sonning 2nd XI

	
	Purley-on-Thames 2nd XI

	
	Cookham Dean 2nd XI

	
	Taplow 2nd XI (to be confirmed)

	
	Tring Park 3rd XI

	
	Teams 6A(2007)1st-2nd [if 6A(2007)2nd more points than 6B(2007)2nd+6B(2007)1st ]


Level 6 – 20 teams to be split into 2 Divisions

	New Level 7
	Teams 6A(2007)3rd-10th + 6B(2007)2nd-10th 

	
	Theale & Tilehurst 2nd XI

	
	7A(2007)1st

	
	7B(2007)1st


Level 7 – 20 teams to be split into 2 Divisions

	New Level 8
	Teams 7A(2007)2nd-18th +7B(2007)2nd-10th 

	28-30 teams anticipated
	Ruislip 2nd XI

	
	British Airways 3rd XI

	
	Yateley 3rd XI

	
	Theale & Tilehurst 3rd XI


Level 8 – remaining number of teams to be split according to best fit and dependent on harmonisation of fixtures within framework of 18-week season. (See TVCL Handbook “Format of the League” Section 1 – Paragraph 3)

N.B. 1) Divisional structure from Level 4 downwards will depend on the outcome of 2006 AGM Proposals and

            any unforeseen events that may occur e.g. withdrawal of a Club or team, merger of Clubs etc.

        2) At the 2005 AGM, it was agreed that the 2008 reorganisation would include regionalisation for level 6 

            and below. For the purposes of this exercise, this will in effect now be (new) Levels 7 & 8.

       3) If you have any issues relating to the above Appendix 1, please contact Barrie Hatch on 020 8977 3900

           or Kevin Fraser on 01628 482448. 

8) PROPOSALS BY TVCL MEMBER CLUBS

8.1) Proposed by Beaconsfield CC, seconded by High Wycombe CC

It is proposed that:-

“The League Management is required to incorporate regional zoning in their restructuring of the League for the 2008 season onwards. Such regional zoning shall apply to Divisions 2a and 2b downwards.”

Rationale:- All Clubs & Leagues are being urged to prioritise the introduction of suitably talented young players into their XIs. Such players (a) frequently do not drive and consequently the availability of transport to go to distant away matches becomes an increasing burden on Club match organisers (b) need/want to return home earlier than a long drive permits, especially if the match lasts the full 100 overs.

Adult players with young families similarly require to get home earlier than a long drive permits, especially if the match lasts the full 100 overs.

The burden of transport costs increasingly falls on a few individuals and it is unfair that they be so penalised, especially in an environment of increasing fuel costs.

We should be alert to environmental issues related to the unnecessary use of hydro-carbons. 

8.2) Page 76 Rule 4a – Proposed by Beaconsfield CC, seconded by Chesham CC

“Where a result is obtained in the event of a side batted first winning, that side shall be awarded 25 points”

Add sentence:-

“Where a side has lost the toss and wins the match batting second, that side shall be awarded 25 points”

Rationale:- At the moment, the points system is designed to encourage teams to bat first and gain 25 points for winning the game. This does however have one very critical drawback. Only the team winning the toss is in a position to make the choice. 

As in the County Championship, it is surely fair to both sides if both sides have an equal opportunity to win bonus points. The ability to win bonus points should not reside on the toss of a coin. We can find no other cricket competition where winning the toss influences the numbers of points that can be won by either side.

The following scenarios have arisen on several occasions in recent years: On the last match of a season, a side is 21 points behind the side above them in the League – facing either relegation or battling for promotion and are playing the side above them in the League - if they lose the toss the opposition will automatically bat – preventing the outcome being decided on the field of play. It can only be fair that both sides in any match have the opportunity of winning bonus points.

8.3) Page 76 Rule 4a – Proposed by OMT CC, seconded by Cove CC

“Where a result is obtained in the event of a side batted first winning, that side shall be awarded 25 points”

Add sentence:

“If a side loses the toss and fields first, bowls out the batting side and goes on to win the match, that side shall be awarded 25 points.”

Rationale:- It is unfair that because a side loses the toss it may be restricted to a maximum of 20 points simply by batting second. The side winning the toss may, if batting first, have 25 points available.

For a side to win batting first it has to score more runs and bowl the other side out. 

For a side batting second, it only has to score more runs - therefore to preserve/encourage attacking and interesting cricket, only if the side batting second and having bowled out the first batting side should it be entitled to 25 points
8.4) Page 74 Match Rule 3a paragraph 1 – Proposed by Kew CC, seconded by OMT CC

“Matches shall start at 1:30pm except the last four……..

Amend to read:-

“Matches shall start at 1:00pm except the last four……..

Rationale:- An earlier finish would make it easier for visiting teams to both socialise after matches and return home at a reasonable time. As the League covers a large geographical area, travelling times can often be lengthy.

Home sides would also benefit from the increased options afforded by earlier finishes.

Availability of players (and possibly umpires) could improve as a result.

The last 4 matches of the season start at 12:30. 1pm starts for the first 14 Saturdays is only a modest compromise.

End of AGM Notice
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